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Themes in Biblical Narrative
Jewish and Christian Traditions

Editorial Board: 
George H. van Kooten, Robert A. Kugler, Loren T. Stuckenbruck

Purpose of the TBN series is to publish studies dealing with early interpretations 
of Biblical narrative materials, in the broad sense. The series includes congress 
volumes and monographs. Publications are usually the result a reworking of papers
presented during a TBN-conference on a particular narrative, e.g. the Balaam story,
 or a specific theme, for instance: 'clean and unclean' in the Hebrew Bible, or: 'the
ru'ah adonai and anthropological models of humanity'. Having treated the basic texts 
for this narrative or theme, other contributions follow its earliest interpretations 
and receptions throughout the subsequent phases of ancient Judaism, early 
Christianity, and if appropriate Islam. Also studies which illuminate the successive 
inculturations into the various Umwelts - the Ancient Near East, the Graeco-Roman
World - are included. Extensions to modern Bible receptions and discussions of 
hermeneutical questions are welcomed, if they are related explicitly to the study of 
early receptions of Biblical texts and traditions.  
Contributions to the series will be written by specialists in the relevant literary  
corpora. The series aims on a broad audience of scholars and advanced students
of theology, linguistics and literature. 
 
For more information see www.brill.nl/tbn

The Revelation of the Name YHWH to Moses
Perspectives from Judaism, the Pagan Graeco-Roman World, 
and Early Christianity

Edited by George H. van Kooten

•  September 2006
•  ISBN 978 9004153 98 1
•  Hardback (xvi, 264 pp.)
•  List price EUR 109.- / US$ 109.-
•  Themes in Biblical Narrative, 9

The revelation of YHWH’s name to Moses is a momentous 
event according to the Old Testament. The name ‘Yahweh’ 
is of central importance in Judaism, and ‘Yahwism’ became 
tantamount to Jewish monotheism. As such, this designation 

of God also attracted the attention of pagan writers in the Graeco-Roman period. And 
early Christians had to deal with this divine name as well. These three perspectives on 
YHWH constitute the framework for this volume. It appears that the Name of God and 
its revelation to Moses constitute a major theme which runs from the book of Exodus 
through the Old Testament, early Judaism, and early Christianity. It also attracted 
pagan philosophical interest, both positive and negative. The Name of God was not only 
perceived from an insider’s perspective, but also provoked a reaction from outsiders. 
The combined perspectives show the fundamental importance of the divine Name for 
the formation of Jewish and Christian identities.

George H. van Kooten (Ph.D., 2001) studied at Leiden, Durham and Oxford, and is 
Professor of New Testament & Early Christianity at the University of Groningen. 

The Creation of Heaven 
and Earth
Re-interpretations of 
Genesis I in the Context of 
Judaism, Ancient Philosophy, 
Christianity, and Modern 
Physics

Edited by George H. van Kooten

•  November 2004
•  ISBN 978 

9004142 35 0
•  Hardback (xiv, 

290 pp)
•  List price EUR 

103.- / US$ 139.-
•  Themes 

in Biblical 
Narrative, 8

This volume is about signifi cant re-
interpretations of the ‘creation of heaven 
and earth’ as narrated in Genesis 1. The 
contents and contexts of these later 
interpretations extend through Early 
Judaism, Christianity, ancient myth and 
philosophy right up till the modern 
discussion about design in Nature.

George H. van Kooten, Ph.D. (2001) 
in Theology, University of Leiden, is 
University Lecturer in New Testament & 
Early Christian Studies at the University of 
Groningen.

Sodom’s Sin
Genesis 18-19 and its 
Interpretations

Edited by Ed Noort and 
Eibert Tigchelaar

•  July 2004
•  ISBN 978 

9004140 48 6
•  Hardback (xviii, 

206 pp.)
•  List price EUR 

93.- / US$ 93.-
•  Themes 

in Biblical 
Narrative, 7

This volume presents an overview of 
Jewish, Christian and Islamic receptions 
of the Genesis 18-19 story of Sodom. 
The subjects range from inner-
biblical reception, Dead Sea Scrolls, 
the Martyrdom of Pionius, and Koran 
commentaries, to Peter Damian and 
Marcel Proust.

Ed Noort, Ph.D. (1975), Göttingen, is 
Professor of Ancient Hebrew Literature 
at the Faculty of Theology and Religious 
Studies, University of Groningen. 
Eibert J.C. Tigchelaar, Ph.D. (1994), 
Groningen, is Research Fellow at the 
Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, 
University of Groningen. 
Both are members of the Groningen 
research group ‘Jewish and Christian 
Traditions’

The Fall of the Angels

Edited by Christoph Auff arth and 
Loren T. Stuckenbruck assisted by 
Alexandra Wisniewski

•  February 2004
•  ISBN 978 

9004126 68 8
•  Hardback (x, 302 

pp., 12 illus.)
•  List price EUR 

99.- / US$ 99.-
•  Themes 

in Biblical 
Narrative, 6

Fall of the Angels focuses on a biblical 
tradition whose signifi cance has been 
recognised, elaborated and explored in 
literature and art outside the Bible. Its 
extensive infl uence on religion and culture 
during the last two millenia is refl ected 
in the wide variety of interpretations of 
this tradition among communities as they 
came to terms with religious identity in 
the face of opposition.

Christoph Auff arth is Professor 
of Comparative Religion at Bremen 
University, Germany. 
Loren T. Stuckenbruck, is the B.F. 
Westcott Professor of Biblical Studies at 
University of Durham, UK.

Eve’s Children
The Biblical Stories Retold 
and Interpreted in Jewish and 
Christian Traditions

Edited by Gerard P. Luttikhuizen

•  October 2003
•  ISBN 978 

9004126 15 2
•  Hardback (xiv, 

242 pp. with 
Hebrew and 
Greek texts)

•  List price EUR 
93.- / US$ 93.-

•  Themes 
in Biblical 
Narrative, 5

This volume is devoted to the biblical 
stories about Eve’s children, Cain, Abel, 
and Seth, and to the rewritings and 
explanations of these stories in a variety 
of early Jewish and Christian sources (Old 
Testament Apocrypha, Philo of Alexandria, 
Targumim, the New Testament, Rabbinic 
and Kabbalistic texts, Christian-Gnostic 
and Patristic Literature). 

Gerard P. Luttikhuizen, Ph.D. (1984), 
is Professor of Early Christian Literature 
and New Testament Studies, University of 
Groningen. 

The Creation of Man 
and Woman
Interpretations of the Biblical 
Narratives in Jewish and 
Christian Traditions

Edited by Gerard P. Luttikhuizen

•  June 2000
•   ISBN 978 

9004116 71 9
•   Hardback (xii, 

216 pp.)
•  List price EUR 

93.- / US$ 93.-
•  Themes 

in Biblical 
Narrative, 3

The Sacrifi ce of Isaac
The Aqedah (Genesis 22) and 
Its Interpretations

Edited by Ed Noort and 
Eibert Tigchelaar

•  November 2001
•  ISBN 978 9004124 34 9
•  Hardback (xvi, 246 pp., 23 illus.)
•  List price EUR 93.- / US$ 93.-
•  Themes in Biblical Narrative, 4

Paradise Interpreted
Representations of Biblical 
Paradise in Judaism and 
Christianity

Edited by Gerard P. Luttikhuizen

•  April 1999
•  ISBN 978 9004113 31 2
•  Cloth (232 pp)
•  List price EUR 93.- / US$ 93.-
•  Themes in Biblical Narrative, 2

Interpretations of the 
Flood

Edited by Florentino 
García Martínez and 
Gerard P. Luttikhuizen

•  February 1999
•  ISBN 978 9004112 53 7
•  Cloth (xii, 204 pp., 7 illus.)
•  List price EUR 93.- / US$ 93.-
•  Themes in Biblical Narrative, 1


